George M. Speed, Bass

906 S. Rock Hollow Ct.

Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074

405-612-0548

george.speed@okstate.edu
Academic Record
1997-1999
Boston University
Boston, MA

Master of Music

· Bass Performance concentration

· Principal teacher: Edwin Barker

1993-1997
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, TN

Bachelor of Music, summa cum laude

· Majors in Bass Performance and European History

· Principal teacher: Edgar Meyer

Professional Employment Record
Teaching
2005-Present
Associate Professor of Double Bass
Stillwater, OK

Oklahoma State University
Promoted and tenured in 2011

1999-Present
Private Studio Instructor

Stillwater
Boston
Fort Lauderdale, FL
Administrative

2016-present
Associate Head, Greenwood School of Music
Stillwater
Oklahoma State University
2015-2016
Interim Head, Music Department
Stillwater
Oklahoma State University
Performance
2016-Present
Brevard Music Center Orchestra
Brevard, NC
Faculty/Section Bass
2006-Present
Oklahoma City Philharmonic

Oklahoma City, OK

Principal Bass
2005-Present
Brightmusic Chamber Ensemble
Oklahoma City
Principal Bass
2015
Dallas Symphony Orchestra

Dallas, TX
Substitute Bass
2011-2015
Eastern Music Festival Orchestra
Greensboro, NC
Guest Faculty/Section Bass
1999-2015
Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra
Boston
Section Bass
2000-2008
Boston Symphony Orchestra

Boston
Substitute Bass

2001-2003
Florida Philharmonic Orchestra

Fort Lauderdale
Section Bass

2004-2005
Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra
Fort Worth, TX

Substitute Bass

2003-2004
Pro Arte Chamber Orchestra

Boston
Substitute Bass

2000-2004
Boston Classical Orchestra

Boston
Substitute Principal Bass

1999-2004
New England String Ensemble

Boston
Substitute Principal Bass

1997-2004
New Hampshire Symphony

Manchester, NH

Section Bass
Publications

September 2018
Vivaldi Six Cello Sonatas

Somerset, UK

· Publication of my Vivaldi transcriptions (2 books of 3 sonatas each) by British company Recital Music. 
· This is the first new edition of these sonatas (adapted for bass) since 1973. 

· See blog post about this project by publisher and bassist David Heyes here. 
August 2018 
Compact Disc: “Vivaldi Sonatas”
Baton Rouge, LA 
· Recording of the 6 Vivaldi cello sonatas with Dr. Se-Hee Jin, piano.

· First commercial recording of these pieces on double bass.

· Produced by Centaur Records, recorded in spring 2017 at Cornerstone Recording Company, Edmond, OK.
Conference Presentations

February 2018
“Preparing Your String Student for Collegiate Study”
San Antonio, TX

· Presentation at the 2018 Texas Music Educators Association annual convention.
· Co-presented with OSU string colleagues Dr. Laura Talbott-Clark and Dr. Meredith Blecha-Wells.
Selected Recent Performances
August 5, 2018
Brevard Music Center Orchestra
Brevard



Keith Lockhart, conductor

August 1, 2018
Brevard Camerata

Brevard



Works by Turina, Vivaldi, and Suk
July 26-28, 2018
BMC Opera Orchestra

Brevard



Candide (2 performances)
July 20, 2018
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Rune Bergmann, conductor

July 13, 2018
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Keith Lockhart, conductor

July 6, 2018
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Matthias Bamert, conductor

June 28-30, 2018
BMC Opera Orchestra

Brevard



Madama Butterfly (2 performances)
June 22, 2018
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Keith Lockhart, conductor

June 10, 2018
Lavazza Chamber Ensemble   
Brookline, MA



Dvorak Quintet and Saint-Saens Septet
April 17, 2018
Brightmusic Chamber Ensemble
Oklahoma City



Schubert “Trout” Quintet

March 13, 2018
OSU Faculty Chamber Recital  
Stillwater



Mendelssohn Sextet for Piano and Strings
January 13, 2018
Oklahoma City Philharmonic

Oklahoma City



Alexander Mickelthwate, conductor

November 12, 2017
OSU Faculty Recital

Stillwater



Works by Bloch, Vivaldi, Kreisler, and Meyer
August 6, 2017
Brevard Music Center Orchestra
Brevard


JoAnn Falletta, conductor

July 28, 2017
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Keith Lockhart, conductor

July 21, 2017
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Neil Thomson, conductor

July 13-15
BMC Opera Orchestra

Brevard



Marriage of Figaro (2 performances)

July 7, 2017
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Matthias Bamert, conductor

July 3, 2017
Brevard Music Center Faculty Chamber Series
Brevard



Beethoven Septet in E-flat Major

June 30, 2017
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Marcelo Lehninger, conductor

June 23, 2017
BMC Orchestra

Brevard

Keith Lockhart, conductor

June 5, 2017
Oklahoma Bass Bash Faculty Recital
Stillwater



Vivaldi Sonata No. 2 in C Major
May 2, 2017
Brightmusic Chamber Ensemble
Oklahoma City



Works by Mozart and Dvorak
October 18, 2016
Brightmusic Chamber Ensemble
Oklahoma City


Works by Sibelius, Nielsen, and Brahms

October 9, 2016
OSU Faculty Recital

Stillwater


Works by Vivaldi, Bottesini, and Teppo Hauta-aho

August 7, 2016
BMC Orchestra

Brevard


Keith Lockhart, conductor

July 29, 2016
BMC Orchestra

Brevard



JoAnn Falletta, conductor

July 22, 2016
BMC Orchestra

Brevard



David Effron, conductor

July 14-16, 2016
BMC Opera Orchestra

Brevard


Magic Flute (2 performances)
July 8, 2016
BMC Orchestra

Brevard



Matthias Bamert, conductor

July 1, 2016
BMC Orchestra

Brevard



Ken Lam, conductor

June 24, 2016
BMC Orchestra

Brevard



Keith Lockhart, conductor

June 6, 2016
Oklahoma Bass Bash Faculty Recital
Norman, OK



Boccherini Sonata No. 9 in F major
October 12, 2015
OSU Faculty Recital

Stillwater



Chamber music with oboist Celeste Johnson and others
September 22, 2015
Brightmusic Chamber Ensemble
Oklahoma City



Works by Rossini and Beethoven
August 22, 2015
Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra
Tanglewood 


Keith Lockhart, conductor
(Lenox, MA)
March 20-22, 2015
Dallas Symphony Orchestra (3 concerts)
Dallas

Jaap van Zweden, conductor
Upcoming Performances

October 13, 2018
Guest Artist Recital, Vanderbilt University
Nashville



Works by Bottesini, Hauta-aho, and Vivaldi
October 11, 2018
Guest Artist Recital, University of Kentucky
Lexington, KY



Works by Bottesini, Hauta-aho, and Vivaldi
October 8, 2018
Guest Artist Recital, University of Kansas
Lawrence, KS



Works by Bottesini, Hauta-aho, and Vivaldi
October 7, 2018
OSU Faculty Recital

Stillwater



Works by Bottesini, Hauta-aho, and Vivaldi
October 6, 2018
Oklahoma City Philharmonic

Oklahoma City



Alexander Mickelthwate, conductor

September 15, 2018
Oklahoma City Philharmonic

Oklahoma City



Beethoven Symphony No. 9
Teaching Activities

Summer Festivals

2016-present
Brevard Music Center
Brevard
Artist Faculty

Led sectionals, taught private lessons, 

taught orchestral repertory.

2011-2015
Eastern Music Festival
Greensboro
Guest Faculty

Led sectionals, taught private lessons, 

coached chamber music.

Organization of Events Outside the Classroom
2005-present

Oklahoma Bass Bash
· Co-founded this camp for pre-college bass students with Mr. Mark Osborn. The location of the camp alternates between Stillwater (OSU) and Norman (OU). In addition to writing grant proposals to fund Bass Bash programs, I assist with camp finances and administration, manage a faculty of 5 bassists, and teach at the camp. 
2006-2013

OSU High School Honors Orchestra

· Assisted event coordinator Prof. Douglas Droste and the OSU string faculty with this annual recruiting event; heard placement auditions and conducted a double bass sectional in preparation for the closing concert. 
2007-2010

Horizons String Chamber Music Camp at OSU

· Assisted coordinator Dr. Laura Talbott and the OSU string faculty with this weeklong summer clinic; gave daily chamber music coachings to high school students and led master classes, preparing the students for a closing concert.
Clinics/Adjudication
· January 2018

Bass Sectional for Oklahoma All-State Orchestra, Tulsa

· December 2016

Clinic at L.D. Bell High School (Hurst, TX)

· December 2016

Clinic at Martin High School (Arlington, TX)

· November 2016

Clinic at Edmond North High School

· January 2016

Clinic with Tulsa Youth Symphony

· December 2015

Clinic at L.D. Bell HS

· December 2015

Clinic at Arlington HS (TX)

· November 2015

Clinic at Stillwater High School

· November 2015

Clinic at Ponca City High School

· January 2015

Bass Sectional for Oklahoma All-State Orchestra, Tulsa

· November 2014

Clinic at Tulsa Edison High School

· September 2014
Clinics at Wichita East High School, Wichita KS

· September 2014
Clinic at Edmond North HS

· September 2014
Clinic at Edmond Santa Fe High School

· October 2013

Clinics at Wichita East High School (KS)

· September 2013
Clinic at Edmond North HS

· September 2013
Clinic at Edmond Santa Fe HS

· November 2012

Clinic at Holland Hall School, Tulsa

· September 2012
Clinic at Edmond North High School

· April 2012

Adjudicator, OSSAA State Solo & Ensemble Contest, OSU

· February 2012

Adjudicator, Buttram Competition at Oklahoma City University

· January 2012

Bass Sectional for OK All-State, Tulsa

· October 2011

Clinic at Ponca City HS

· September 2011
Clinic at Edmond North HS

· February 2011

Adjudicator, Oklahoma Music Teachers Association

Competition, Stillwater OK

· February 2011

Clinic at Enid HS

· November 2010

Clinic at Norman North High School

· September 2010
Clinic at Ponca City HS

· February 2010

Adjudicator, Buttram Competition at Oklahoma City University

· January 2010

Bass Sectional for OK All-State Orchestra, Tulsa

· November 2009

Adjudicator, Bartlesville Symphony Young Artists Competition

· October 2009

Clinic at Ponca City HS

· September 2009
Clinic at Jenks HS
· May 2009
Lecture/Demonstration at Dorman High School, Spartanburg South Carolina

· January 2009

Bass Sectional for OK All-State Orchestra, Tulsa

· January 2009

Clinic at Enid HS

· September 2008
Clinic at Edmond North HS

· February 2008

Master class, University of Kansas, Lawrence
· February 2008

Adjudicator, Buttram Competition at OCU
· February 2008

Clinic at Ponca City HS

· February 2008

Master class, Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green

· November 2007
Adjudicator, MTNA/OMTA State Competition, String Division, Stillwater

· November 2007

Clinic at Norman HS

· October 2007

Clinic at Edmond Memorial HS
· October 2007

Clinic at Edmond Santa Fe HS
· October 2007

Clinic at Norman North HS
· March 2007
Chamber Music Performance/Clinic at Edmond North HS

· January 2007
Bass Sectional for OK All-State, Tulsa

· December 2006

Clinic at Norman North HS

· November 2006

Clinic at Putnam City HS

· October 2006

Clinic at Jenks HS

· October 2006

Clinic at Mid-Del HS

· September 2006
Clinic at Ponca City HS

· September 2006
Clinic at Tulsa Edison HS

· September 2006
Clinic at Tulsa Memorial HS

· February 2006
Adjudicator, Buttram Competition at Southern Nazarene University, Bethany

· February 2006
 
Clinic for Oklahoma City Public Schools string teachers

· November 2005 
Clinic at Edmond North HS

· October 2005 

Clinic at Norman North HS
· September 2005 
Clinic at Edmond Memorial HS

· September 2005 
Clinic at Ponca City High School
Honors and Awards
2009
Recipient, Wise-Diggs-Berry Award for
Stillwater

Teaching Excellence in the Arts at

Oklahoma State University

2006
Appointed Principal Bass,
Oklahoma City

Oklahoma City Philharmonic
2001
Finalist, Florida Philharmonic
Fort Lauderdale



Principal Bass audition

1999
Selected for Pierre Boulez Workshop at Carnegie Hall;
New York, NY

Performed Schoenberg’s Kammersymphonie, Op. 9 in


Weill Recital Hall with Maestro Boulez

1999
Recipient, Rose Thomas Smith Prize at the
Lenox

Tanglewood Music Center

1998
Featured chamber performance, Tanglewood Festival of
Lenox
Contemporary Music, Composer in Residence
Henri Dutilleux’s Les Citations

1997-1999
Boston University Graduate Fellowship
Boston
1994, 1997
Winner, Vanderbilt University Concerto Competition
Nashville
1994
Winner, Jackson Symphony Concerto Competition
Jackson, TN

1993-1997
Harold Stirling Vanderbilt Honor Scholar
Nashville
1993-1997
Robert C. Byrd Honor Scholar

Nashville
1993
National Merit Finalist
Spartanburg, SC

Grants Received

· Ad Astra Foundation Grant

Description: General support of the 2017 Oklahoma Bass Bash and its programs.

Granting agency: Ad Astra Foundation

Amount requested: $2500

Amount received: $2500

Status: Project completed.

· Norris Foundation Grant (OSU)
Description: 
Funding for an OSU residency featuring bassist Tim Pitts and violinist Kathleen Winkler, scheduled for April 2017.

Granting agency: Fae Rawdon Norris Foundation for the Humanities

Amount requested: $2418
Amount received: $1815
Status: Project completed.
· Ad Astra Foundation Grant

Description: General support of the 2015 Oklahoma Bass Bash and its programs.

Granting agency: Ad Astra Foundation

Amount requested: $2500

Amount received: $2500

Status: Project completed.

· Ad Astra Foundation Grant

Description: General support of the 2013 Oklahoma Bass Bash and its programs.

Granting agency: Ad Astra Foundation

Amount requested: $3500

Amount received: $3500

Status: Project completed.

· Ad Astra Foundation Grant

Description: General support of the 2012 Oklahoma Bass Bash and its programs.

Granting agency: Ad Astra Foundation

Amount requested: $6562

Amount received: $6562

Status: Project completed.

· Kirkpatrick Foundation Grant

Description: Support of the 2010 Oklahoma Bass Bash and its programs.  The grant was used to fund the camp’s jazz component, to provide the students with a professional accompanist for master class performances, to fund faculty lodging and meals, to support a fledgling Bass ‘Boot Camp’ program for Oklahoma schoolteachers, and for general operating expenses.
Granting agency: Kirkpatrick Foundation, Inc.

Amount requested: $3500

Amount received: $3500

Status: Project completed.

· Oklahoma City Orchestra League Continuing Education Grant

Description: funding for professional instruction, used for private lessons with Boston Symphony Principal Bassist Edwin Barker, as well as travel to and from Boston.  Private instruction took place between June 24 and July 4, 2008.

Granting agency:
Oklahoma City Orchestra League, Inc.

Amount requested: $2900

Amount received: $1500 (reimbursement for expenses)

Status: Project completed.
· Kirkpatrick Foundation Grant

Description: Support of the 2008 Oklahoma Bass Bash at OSU and its programs, specifically the camp’s jazz and solo components.  

Granting agency: Kirkpatrick Foundation, Inc.

Amount requested: $5000

Amount received: $5000

Status: Project completed.

· 2007 OSU College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s Incentive Grant 

Description: Recording project in collaboration with Dr. Laura Talbott, Assistant Professor of Violin and Viola.  This is a project focusing on new repertoire (composed specifically for the violin/double bass combination).

Amount Requested: $3000

Status: Accepted

Dr. Talbott and I commissioned and premiered three new works, including performances at the International Society of Bassists Convention in June 2007, and at Western Kentucky University and the University of Kansas in February 2008.

University Service

· 2016-present

Associate Head, Department of Music
· 2015-2016

Interim Head, Department of Music
· 2006-present

Music Department Academic Integrity Facilitator
· 2013-2014

Music Department Post-Tenure Review Committee, Chair
· 2013-2014

Search Committee for Director of Orchestral Studies, Chair
· 2011-2014

Music Department Personnel Committee
· 2010-2012

Music Department Advisory Committee
· 2008-2010

Music Department Personnel Committee
· 2009-2010

Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Piano
· 2009


Search Committee for Assistant Professor of Cello
· 2008


Search Committee for Music Department Head
· 2008


Music Department RPT Teaching Observation Committee
· 2008


Search Committee for Visiting Assistant Professor of Cello
· 2008


Seretean Center Space Allocation Committee
· 2006-2007

Music Department Advisory Committee, 2006-2007
Summer Festivals
1998-1999
Tanglewood Music Center
Lenox
1994-1995
Aspen Music Festival
Aspen, CO

Professional Memberships
International Conference of Symphony and Opera Musicians

American Federation of Musicians, Local 9-535

Pi Kappa Lambda
References

Dr. Brant Adams

Professor of Music Theory
Oklahoma State University

o: 405-744-8997

brant.adams@okstate.edu 


Edwin Barker

Principal Bass, Boston Symphony

c: 508-259-8077
edwinbarker@mac.com 

Chad Burrow

Associate Professor of Clarinet

University of Michigan

c: 405-323-2371

burrowc@umich.edu 

Joel Levine

Music Director Emeritus, Oklahoma City
Philharmonic
h: 405-728-7535

jlmus@aol.com 

Jason Posnock
Director of Artistic Planning, Brevard Music Center
c: 828-862-2142
jposnock@brevardmusic.org 

Dr. Laura Talbott 

Associate Professor of Violin and Viola

Oklahoma State University

c: 405-334-3429

laura.talbott@okstate.edu
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